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OUR MISSION
Frankel Jewish Academy is a rigorous college preparatory high school pursuing academic 
excellence and Jewish literacy. We inspire students to think critically, creatively, and 
compassionately; to dedicate themselves to Jewish tradition, peoplehood, and the State of Israel; 
and to become lifelong learners and leaders.

Dear FJA Friends and Supporters,
It is a great time to be an FJA Jag. This past year has been a time of incredible growth and change. We adopted 
a new mission statement, embarked on a rebranding initiative, developed a strategic plan and financial plan, 
and launched a broad and deep “educational revisioning” process. These changes bring FJA to the forefront of 
educational innovation and institutional advancement. 
 
Our new mission clearly articulates our continued goal of purposeful college preparation and high academic 
standards while emphasizing critical and creative thinking. It highlights the importance of Jewish values and 
tradition while exploring what students find personally meaningful and inspiring. It stresses confidence and vision 
required for leadership, and curiosity and humility required for lifelong learning. 
 
Our strategic plan sets us on a course of continued growth and mission actualization over the next five years in 
the areas of board development, advancement, infrastructure, and programming.
 
Finally, educational revisioning has already led to a later start time and a revised daily schedule to better meet the 
health and academic needs of our students. We also revised FJA’s graduation requirements and curricula to offer 
more flexibility and choice, and more opportunity for our students to be creative and learn in experiential ways. 
As just one example, our 9th graders will embark on an educational excursion in June 2020 to spend time on the 
Northern Cheyenne reservation and Yellowstone National Park in Montana. 
 
Thank you to all of you, our supporters, who, together with our communal partners, parents, students, and staff, 
have been instrumental in our success and share in the conviction that FJA, our community’s high school, is a vital 
part of our future.

Sincerely, 
Rabbi Azaryah Cohen
Head of School

Rabbi Azaryah Cohen, Head of School and Amy Folbe, President, Board of Trustees



FJA BY THE NUMBERS

OF FJA STUDENTS 
ATTEND THEIR FIRST OR 
SECOND CHOICE COLLEGE

100%

OF STUDENTS RECEIVE 
TUITION ASSISTANCE

60%

90%+ OF FACULTY AND 
STAFF DONATED TO THE 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

90%+ 

FJA’S RANKING 
ON NEWSWEEK’S LIST OF TOP 
U.S. STEM HIGH SCHOOLS

Top 2%

NEW LATER 
START TIME

8:30AM

MACBOOK AIR 
LAPTOPS 
TO PROVIDE 21ST 
CENTURY TECH

250

PLACE AT ISRAEL’S
INTERNATIONAL 
ROBOTRAFFIC 
COMPETITION

1ST

8
80

STUDENTS PAIRED 
WITH SENIORS IN  
JSL’s “8 OVER 80”

8

ALUMNI
792

PERFORMING ARTS 
PRODUCTIONS 
EACH YEAR - 
1 PLAY & 1 MUSICAL

2

NEW COURSES 
OFFERED 
THIS YEAR

14

ATHLETIC 
TEAMS

10

1

$2,000,000+ 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS EARNED BY 
THE CLASS OF 2019

$2,000+ 
RAISED BY STUDENTS TO SUPPORT 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL CHARITIES

2150+ 
HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 
COMPLETED BY FJA STUDENTS

1250+ 
HOURS OF SYNAGOGUE PARTICIPATION 
BY FJA STUDENTS

20 YEARS
OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION



FACULTY & LEADERSHIP

In 2018-2019, Randy Gawel joined the leadership team of Frankel Jewish Academy as its new Principal.  After 
graduating with a degree in English from Lyndon State College, he went on to earn his Master’s Degree in 
Education at Boston College, where he met his wife, Leah, now a teacher at Hillel Day School. He then earned an 
advanced administrative degree from Wayne State University. Randy comes to FJA with a wealth of experience 
in education; he was the Assistant Principal of Novi High School before becoming the Principal of Berkley High 
School. As the product of a small private high school in New Hampshire, Randy understood the power of a small 
school when his own daughter expressed interest in FJA. Now the parent of two FJA alumni, Sophia ‘18 and Sam 
‘19 who are both students at Dartmouth, Randy is putting his natural leadership into student-centered education. 

Randy Gawel, Principal

I like what I do – and the reason 
I like what I do is because of the 
kids. Because of the teachers. 
Because of the counselors and 
social workers. Because of the 

energy of all these amazing 
people who come together to 
influence the process of who 

these kids are and 
who they are coming to be. 
In many ways, what happens 

here is magical.

“

“

FACULTY PROFILE 
REBECCA (NADIS) STROBEHN ‘06

In 2006, Rebecca (Nadis) Strobehn graduated 
from Frankel Jewish Academy. Today, she’s on 
staff in the Rabbinics department teaching several 
classes including Israeli Film, Jewish Texts and 
Art, and leading a minyan. “Helping students find 
meaningful access points into Jewish life and 
learning motivates me as a teacher,” Strobehn 
says.

Mrs. Strobehn came to FJA after teaching at 
another Jewish high school outside of Chicago. 
She said the standards students are held to at FJA 
in combination with a comfortable and informal 
atmosphere drew her back to her alma mater. She 
enjoys having the freedom to craft her curriculum so it can be as responsive as possible to student needs and interests.

Once a week after school, you’ll find Mrs. Strobehn learning Gemara (rabbinical commentary) with two of her students. They 
don’t do it as an assignment, they do it because they want to. And they have the freedom to learn at their own pace. 

“I love learning things from my students,” Strobehn says. “Sharing my own interests and passions with my students 
encourages them to share their passions and interests with me. That’s how I’m able to develop meaningful connections.”

FACULTY PROFILE 
ADAM SHIREMAN

Adam Shireman teaches history, social studies, 
and weight training at FJA. But in reality, he 
teaches a lot more than that. “My goal is to make 
every day in my classes a ‘real’ experience, 
focused on real problems, creating real 
solutions, with a heavy emphasis on creativity 
and innovation. Subject knowledge is important, 
but it’s more of a vehicle to acquiring, practicing, 
and mastering skills,” Shireman says.

Since every freshman has to take Mr. Shireman’s 
social studies class, he knows every student 
in the school. The bonds that he’s formed with 
students are evident during lunch when a group of 
students crowd around his desk every day to talk 
about anything from in-depth political debates to 
internet memes. “FJA is very unique in that our 
students do become our family away from home. 
The bonds that I have formed over the years are incredibly strong, and last well after high school.”

Mr. Shireman rewrites his curriculum every year. No two classes will ever be alike. But all of his classes will stretch students 
to think differently. And once you’ve taken Mr. Shireman’s class, you’ll always have a home in his classroom.

“Sometimes, kids just need to be listened to - and they know that they can tell me just about anything without judgment. 
Sometimes they need advice and they know that I rarely give my biased opinion, but rather a plethora of ideologies to 
choose from.”



FJA Top 1% STEM School
Frankel Jewish Academy (FJA) has been 
named one of the nation’s best for science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM), according to Newsweek magazine.
FJA is ranked in the top 1% of schools in 
Michigan and the top 2% of all high schools 
in the United States in the report of the 2020 
Best STEM Schools. Newsweek partnered 
with STEM.org to rank America’s Best STEM 
High Schools. The schools were ranked based 
on data collected from 2015 to 2019. The 
research determined which schools provided 
the best STEM experience for students while positioning them for post-secondary study.

The top five thousand schools made the final list out of over thirty thousand high schools in the United States. 
From that five thousand, FJA ranked 514 - which puts it in the top 1% of schools in Michigan, the top 2% of all high 
schools in the United States, and better than the vast majority of the schools in the Detroit Metro area. FJA is also 
ranked #3 of all Jewish Schools (that have a high school) in the United States!

“This recognition from Newsweek and STEM.org demonstrates the strength of Frankel Jewish Academy’s 
programs. With the addition of our Genesis STEAM lab, we have been able to involve our students in robotics, 
coding, graphic design, and critical thinking in nearly every subject in our school,” said Head of School Rabbi 
Azaryah Cohen.  “When our students won first prize in an international robotics competition at the Technion in 
Israel, it validated all of our work in science, technology, engineering, art, and math. Our graduates enter the 
world with technology at their fingertips.”

STELLAR STEAM!

1st Place in Israeli Robotics Competition
The FJA RoboTraffic team brought two trophies back home to FJA after competing in the 10th Annual Technion 
RoboTraffic Competition. FJA was the only North American team in the competition.

The 3D CAD team of Elisha Cooper ‘20 and Henry Tukel ‘21, with support from STEAM Lab Director Simon 
Pinter ‘06, took home first place for their “professional quality” design of a fuel injector. 

Of the 25 teams competing, FJA placed 5th in the innovation presentation lead by Jack Harris ‘21 on a braking 
alert system. The concept was to reduce rear-end collisions by making the brake lights more noticeable and flash 

faster in relation to harder/emergency braking to warn 
evermore distracted drivers behind the stopping car.

The team collaborated on the written safety test, 
commendably placing 6th, as well as a competition on 
Israeli and EU traffic laws and signage.

The FJA Autonomous Jaguar did well with Aidan 
Keenan ‘20 and special advisor Jonah Weinbaum ‘19 
who worked with only a few weeks on the clock to 
completely tear down the car to its chassis, piece it 
electronically back together and write the controlling 
code and algorithms from scratch. 

SCIENCE | TECHNOLOGY | ENGINEERING | ART | MATH 



JAG ATHLETICS

The FJA boys basketball team completed a terrific season with an overall 
season record of 14-8. The team qualified for the Catholic League 
tournament as well as the MHSAA  state tournament. Along with having a 
stellar season, the team was also awarded the BCAM (Basketball Coaches 
Association of Michigan) 2018-2019 Top 100 Sportsmanship Award, 
which included a banner to proudly hang in the school’s gym.

As a member of the Catholic League, FJA 
students participate in a variety of sports. In 
the 2018-19 school year 23 students received 
awards from the league in athletic, academic 
and team accomplishments.



ACCOMPLISHED ARTISTS

FJA artists are recognized in and out of school for their phenomenal work. 

In January, the Janice Charach Gallery at the JCC hosted a show called 
“Origins” with a group exhibition featuring 29 artists sharing stories of 
heritage and life’s beginnings. FJA’s own Joseph Shumunov ‘21 (pictured above) was one of the show’s artists and 
shared his unique art with the community.

Liana Tarnopol ‘21 (inset) won first place for drawing in the 2019 Kappy Family Anne Frank Art and Writing 
Competition with her compelling artwork. 

“The prompt for this year’s Anne Frank Art and Writing Competition was ‘How wonderful it is that nobody need wait 
a single moment before starting to improve the world.’ I personally love this quote and saw it as a great art prompt. 
My painting depicts a stack of dynamite that evolves into various types of people. The people are hateful people, 
people stuck looking at their phones, impoverished people, etc. It represents the issues in society that need to be 
solved ASAP. The clock is on 2:43, which, on a phone, spells out ‘aid.’ In my painting, I tried to represent the fact 
that we don’t need to wait to change the world and that we can’t wait to do so either. “ - Liana Tarnopol ‘21

PERFORMANCE ART 
FJA’s talented performing artists are always hard at 
work creating musical and theatrical entertainment.  
In the 2018-2019 school year, the school musical was 
“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” a 
hilarious musical about a group of quirky adolescents 
enrolled in their local spelling bee. “John Lennon 
and Me” was the spring play that told the story of 
life, death, power and first boyfriends. The Music 
Ensemble and Vocal Ensemble entertained audiences 
with their incredible talents at the Evening of the Arts 
and then wowed guests at the FJA Annual Gala. 



2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR 

Figures are from the 2018-2019 fiscal year audited financials.

52% Program Expense

23% Flex Tuition Plan

14 % Operational Expense

11% Occupancy Expense

EXPENSES

55% Tuition & Fees
includes tuition subsidy from Flex Tuition Plan

23% Direct Donations

9% Annual Fund Donations

6% JFMD Grants
Jewish Federation, Shiffman Fund, Millennium Fund, etc.

6% Grants

1% Other Income

INCOME

2019-20 BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Amy Folbe, President
Bob Canvasser, President-Elect
Nancy Shamie, Vice President
Aaron Martin, Treasurer
Marc Weinbaum, Secretary
William Sider, Immediate Past President

THANK YOU TO THE 2018-19 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Amy Folbe, President
Reuben Maxbauer, 1st Vice President
Eric Grosinger, 2nd Vice President
Aaron Martin, Treasurer
Dr. David S. Grey, Secretary
William Sider, Immediate Past President 

Vadim Avshalumov
Eric Bean
Michael Berger
Bob Canvasser
Michael Eizelman
Jeffrey Freeman
Paula Glazier 
Dr. Barbara Kappy

Nancy Kleinfeldt
Jill Menuck
Nancy Shamie
Aimee Simtob
David Victor
Marc Weinbaum
Daniel Weiner 

Vadim Avshalumov
Michael Berger
Michael Eizelman
Jeffrey Freeman
Paula Glazier 
Dr. David S. Grey
Eric Grosinger
Dr. Barbara Kappy
Nancy Kleinfeldt
Aimee Simtob
Sheila Tyner
Daniel Weiner



WE THANK 
OUR DONORS

$25,000 +
William Davidson Foundation
Aaron & Carolynn Frankel Foundation
The Samuel and Jean Frankel Jewish Heritage Foundation
Nancy and James Grosfeld
Shiffman Fund
Schostak Family Foundation

$10,000 +
The Morris z’l and Beverly Baker Foundation
Leah and Shaya Baum
Bookstock
Robin and Leo Eisenberg
Shelley and Michael Eizelman
Amy and Jack Folbe
Paula and Louis Glazier
Drs. Ellen Folbe and David Grey
Amy and Eric Grosinger
Jewish Education Trust
Anna and Yale Levin
Beth and Steve Margolin
Spencer and Myrna Partrich
Phyllis and Robert Pilcowitz
Dorothy and Hershel Sandberg
Nancy and Sam Shamie
Michelle and Bill Sider
Daniel Weiner
Norbert A. Zuckerman Foundation

$5,000 +
Lauren and Eric Bean
Michele and Mitchell Bleznak
Robyn and Robert Canvasser
Madeline and Sidney Forbes
Peter and Shirlye Helman Philanthropic Fund
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss
Load One
Opening the Doors Special Education Partnership
Schechter Wealth
Eli A. Scherr Endowment Fund
Julie and Eugene Sherizen
Malka and Gary Torgow
Gwen and Evan Weiner
Lori and Steven Weisberg
Trudy and Arthur Weiss
Andi and Larry Wolfe

$2,500 +
Mary and Jonathan Aaron
Arlene and Richard A. Agree
Rachel and Vadim Avshalumov *
The Berger Family Foundation
Doris and Frederick Blechman
Stacy and Jeffrey Brodsky
The Devries Family, In Memory of Sheri Traison Devries
Renee and Craig Erlich
Finkel Whitefield Selik
Honigman LLP
Barbara and Michael Horowitz
J. S. Kahn Dance Endowment
Brenda Wayne and Gary Karp
Arlene and David (z”l) Margolin
Francine and Aaron Martin
Irving and Ethel Palman Foundation
Rohlik Foundation
Nancy and Alan Simons
Aimee and Richard Simtob
Michele Freind and Bruce Skolnik
Tapper’s Diamonds and Fine Jewelry
Kelly and David Victor
Lisa and Marc Weinbaum

* Alumni

2018-2019 ANNUAL FUND
This list represents annual donations received 
between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019.

L’DOR V’DOR
We recognize and honor those who have made a 
legacy commitment by including Frankel Jewish 
Academy in their estate plans this year.

Sheri and David Jaffa
Beth and Steve Margolin

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES

Central to the experience of any FJA student is the opportunity to learn outside the classroom.  Whether a local trip 
to the Detroit Institute of the Arts, or farther afield to Poland and Israel, students have transformative experiences.  
They learn about the world around us and how our collective Jewish story is personally meaningful.   
 
FJA’s educational experience culminates with the 12th grade trip to Poland and Israel. Traveling to Israel provides 
students the opportunity to appreciate Israel as young adults, allowing them to experience and understand Israel 
from a more sophisticated perspective. Beginning with time in Poland, students are able to better comprehend 
the milieu of European Jewish life in the early 20th century and appreciate the birth of the State of Israel. From 
sunrise on Masada to praying at the Western Wall, traveling to Israel is not just a “senior trip,” it is a spiritual and 
communal journey.  FJA makes it a central piece of its senior year studies.



Mantel Memorial Fund
Beth and Eli Maroko
Jacqueline and Myron Milgrom
Karen and Richard Minkin
Joy and Allan Nachman
Abbey and Ken Nathan
Natalie and William Newman
Susan and Daniel Orman
Oxford Companies
Ravitz Foundation
Amy and J.J. Reifler
Robin and Roy Rosen
Heather and Lowell Salesin
Joni and Neil Satovsky
Michele and Eli Saulson
Elyse Schostak
Robyn and Kevin Seiferheld
Ellen and David Sherman
Judy Siegel
Star Trax
Sharon Sandberg and Marc Tarnopol
Janice and Steven Traison
Doreen and Jack Weissberg
Ada Kusnetz-Yerman and Howard Yerman

$180 +
Annabella Bushra and Peter Abrons
Daniel and Joanne Aronovitz
Linda and Joseph Aviv
Yeva Kandinova and Levi Azaryayev
Talia and Adam Baruch*
Ruth and Norman Beitner
Elaine and Alan Belkin
Anaruth and Henri Bernard
Berstein, Shur, Sawyer, and Nelson, P.A.
Pat and Herbert Bircoll
Sari Baskin-Blackman and Jeff Blackman
Linda Bolton Blackman and Sidney Blackman
Judy and Irving Blau
Marianne and Robert Bloomberg
Shelley Bordelove and Jeremy Brand
Lily and David Broner
Marilyn and Alan Chandross
Rosa and George Chessler
Heather and David Chudnow *
Solomon Cogan
Patti Kelter and Marc Cohen
Courtney and Mark Colton
Didi and Richard Colton
Angie and Richard Cook
Suzanne and Lawrence Dell
Karen and Daniel Diskin

* Alumni

Cindy and Jeffrey Diskin
Nancy and Brian Efrusy
Matt Egrin
Ilene and David Einstandig
Eden and Kevin Elbinger
Marcy Feldman
Annette and Michael Feldman
Jeri and Steven Fishman
Mary Gamer
Sharon and Van Gardner
Lisa and Ethan Gilan
Lynda and Conrad Giles
Nickie Glasser
Linda and Ken Gold
Joshua David Goldberg
Miriam and Dr. Mark J. Goldberg
Audrey and Melville Goldberg
Edie Goldman
Lorri and Lee Goldman
Rose Rita and Sheldon Goldman
Jason and Marla Golnick
Linda Golnick
Rosalind and Michael Grand
Cindy Grey
Amy Hathaway and David Groner
Leypsa and Rabbi Irwin (z”l) Groner
Susan and Samuel Gun
Linda and Jerry Gutman
Hauer & Snover, PC
Linda and Stephen (z”l) Hayman
Nancy and Robert Heinrich
Jill and Jay Hollander
Judy and Ieshula Ishakis
Leslie and Robert Jacobs
Nancy and Joseph Jacobson
Andrea and Michael Jeross
Karen and Joel Kahn
Ruth and Irwin (z”l) Kahn
Fred and Denise Kalt
Sherri and James Ketai
Dorothy Klausner (z”l)
Margery and Howard Klausner
Sharon and Ernest (z”l) Klein
Lisa Kohn
Stephen Korn
Jennifer and Todd Kroll
Katie and David Kurzmann *
Connie and Ben Kushner
Debbie and Mark Landau
Susan and Rabbi Ben-Zion Lanxner
Melissa and Larry Lax
Legacy Heritage Partners LLC
Cherie and Noah Levi

$1,000 +
Carole (z”l) and Stanley (z”l) Aaron
Nancy and Jeffrey Adler
Laura and Mark Adler
Alrig USA
Robert P. Aronson
Bar-Levav Family Foundation
Ann and Leonard P. Baruch
Carolyn and James Bellinson
Karen and James Berger
Elana and Max Berlin
Hadas and Dennis Bernard
Louis C. and Edith Blumberg Foundation 
Penny and Harold Blumenstein
Michele and Marc Borovoy
Dina and Herman z”l Brodsky
Heidi and Jeffrey Budaj
Maxine and Byron Canvasser
Sandy and James Danto
Sandra and Dennis Dembs
Dorothy Diskin
Milton Einstandig
Janis and Harvey Eisman
Susan and David Feber
Lisa and Milton Feldberg
Susie and Stephen Feldman
Miriam and Fred Ferber
Jeffrey and Miriam Forman
Law Offices of Jeffrey S. Freeman
Helen and Jeffrey Garden
Lori and Larry Garon
Sandy and Manny Glazier
Brian and Jennifer Hermelin
Andrea and David Jacobson
Linda and Stephen Jacobson and Family
Marla and Jeffrey Kaftan
Barbara and Irvin Kappy
Gabriella Karp
Sue and Alan Jay Kaufman
Shari (Ferber) and Alon Kaufman
Nancy Kleinfeldt
Sally and Richard Krugel
Lisa and Daniel Kurzmann
Brian Kwait
Linda and Edward Levy Jr.
Jonathan and Beth Denenberg Lowe
Jill and Craig Menuck
Rosalind and Larry Nemer
Jo Elyn and George Nyman
Rachel and Joshua Opperer
Susie and Norman Pappas
Samantha and Ross Partrich

Ina and Murray Pitt
Lori and Maurice Pogoda
Myrna and Joe Salzman
The Schanes Family
Sandra and Alan Schwartz
Elaine and Michael Serling
Jane F. and D. Larry Sherman
Sue and Burt Shifman
Mindy Salzberg-Siegel and Harry Siegel
Linda and Scott Sircus
Susan and Larry Slabotsky
Martin and Janice Stoneman
Susan and Howard Tapper
Gail and Floyd (z”l) Tukel
Jeanette Weissman
Margo and Douglas Woll
Yad Ezra - Donor Lunch Program

$500 +
Ackerman Cancer Center
Sheara and David Arbit
Rachel and Joshua Arbit *
Linda and Murray Baruch
Eileen and Michael Baum
Lisa and Eric Bronstein
Marion and Harvey Bronstein
Stacey Lee and Evan Caminker
Lauren and Stephen Carson
Allen and Franka Charlupski Foundation
Direct Hearing
Terri Farber and Yosef Fleischmann
Marsha and Marty Feldman
Millie Feldman
Fifth Third Bank
Rita Folbe
Howard Friedman
Sharon and Martin Gene
Jodi and Robert Goodman
Jason Gordon
Karen and Kenneth Goss
Grief Sensitive School Initiative
Roberta and Emery Grosinger
Paul Harris
Sheri and David Jaffa
Jewish Community Center
Geri and Melvin Kaftan
Judy and David Karp
Stacy and Ronald Klein
Maxine and Dan Lievois
Lisa and Hannan Lis
Carrie Long
Alissa Citron and Jeff Lupovitch

* Alumni



Dottie and Don Wagner
Rose Wagner
Maxine and Herbert Weinberg
Lisa Weiner
Rita and Arthur Weinfeld
Renee and Milt Wohl
Jordana and Allan Wolfson
Woodbury Management, Inc
Laurie and Samuel Zeidman
Julie and Richard Zussman

Up to $179
Barbara and Alan Abrahams
Lynn and Jeff Aleman
Lisa Alexander
Viktoriya Aliyev
American Eagle Outfitters
Ellen and Allen Apfelblat
Ruslan Avshalumov *
Ellada and Julian Azariah
Leonard Barash
Michelle and Ronald Baskin
Marnie Beals *
Bob and Cheryl Beer
Leslie and Sheldon Belenson
Cheri Beresh
Gail and Alby Berman
Pam and Ken Bloom
Linda and Paul Blumberg
Julie and Jason Bodnick
Eileen and Sidney Bradley
Michael Brodsky
Helene Brodsky Brody
Bella and Paul Brookenthal
Esther and Raymond Buch
Albert Budnitskiy *
Busch’s
Alicia Chandler
Rena and Gerald Chernow
Adria and Sam Cherrin
Janice and Henry Citron
Daniel Cohen-Arcamone *
Congregation Shaarey Zedek
Tammi and Scott Cooper
Nancy and Michael Cutler
Meredith and Rabbi Yonatan Dahlen *
Debra and Martin Darvick
Terri and Michael Dworkin
Julie and Michael Eber
Maggie Egrin
Margaret and Mark Eichner
Maxwell Eisenberg *

* Alumni

Elizabeth and David Elkus
Barbara and Morton (z”l) Eskin
Amanda Farber *
Staci and Joel Fealk
Julie Feldman
Alexander T. Ferber *
JoAnne and Stuart Finestone
Marilynn and Maynard Flusty
Elana Folbe *
Lezlie and Eric Foreman
Marcia Freind
Carol and Ross Fridson
Jason Garden *
Stacey and Dr. Julius Gardin
Melissa Gildenberg *
Bradley Gladstone *
Terry Gladstone
Lynda and Allan Glasser
Robert Goldman *
Ronald Goldman
Phillip and Laurie Goldmeier
Iris and Stuart Goldstein
Sonia and Sheldon Gonte
Sarah and Eric Gordon
Susan Gordon
Arlene and Alan Gottlieb
Rachel Goutman *
Stine and Joel Grand
Phillip Greenblatt
Cheryl and Dan Guyer
Jill and Jason Handman *
Sarah Zamari and Sidney Heisler
Doreen and David B. Hermelin Family Foundation
Malli and Joseph Holoshitz
Judy Holtz
Gina and Arthur Horwitz
Cindy Hughey
Michael Indenbaum
Ryan Israel *
Shelly and Howard Jacobs
Amy Jenkins
Tammy and Jeffrey Kahan
Gabi and Adam Kaplan
Jane and Jerome Kaplan
Brandon Kappy *
Laurie and Tim Keenan
Carolyn and Robert Kelman
Sonya Cherkasova and Shelmu Khaimov
Leah Ann Kleinfeldt and Gerald S. Kirzner
Jolie and Michael Kisber
Janet and Steve Kisber
Nori and Mark Klar
Susan and Jeffrey Klein

* Alumni

Risa and Jay Levinson
Scott and Karen Lewis
Lori and Carl z’l Lipnik
Arthur and Beverly Liss
Rochelle and Aaron Lupovitch
Richard and Diane Margolin
Memphis Friends of Beth and Steve Margolin
Margie and Bob Mellen
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.
Avi Gellman One Nation AM1
Harriet and Gregg Orley
Diane and Randall Orley
Marion and Eduardo Phillips
Renee and Mark Phillips
Arline and Allan Rein
Monica Woll Rosen and Ben Rosen *
Heather and Steve Rosenberg
Susan and Richard F. Roth
Shelly Rubenfire
Iris Rubin
Marilyn and Sid Rubin

ANNUAL GALA
FJA is blessed to have the support of so many in our community.  
Alumni parents and community leaders Beth and Steve Margolin, and 
alumna Ilana Block ‘03 were honored at the 2019 FJA Gala.  Their 
leadership helped to raise nearly $300,000 for tuition assistance.  More 
than 250 guests joined us in the Berman Center to celebrate FJA’s 
accomplishments and the honoree’s commitment to our school.

Jackie Schlussel
Amy and Jeffrey Schlussel
Susan and Sanford Schulman
Joyce and Sid Schulman
Marcia and Chuck Seigerman
Milena and Roman Shlafer
Margo and Michael Siegel
Deborah Wolney and Norman Silverman
Ora and Michael Singer
Nicole and Mark Snover
Gail Ernstein and David Sonnenschein
Michelle Akler and Jonathon State
Debbie and Mickey Stern
Barbara Stryk
Karen and David Stryk
Teisha Tann
Anita and Ron Taylor
Temple Israel
Jennifer and Steve Teper
Arlene and Asher Tilchin
Sheila and Fredrick Tyner



* Alumni* Alumni

Susan Sellmer and John Klein
Daniel Kohn
Erinn Kohn *
Zina and Michael Kramer
Sandra Kresch
Michael Kuper *
Katie and Matthew Kurzmann *
Beatrice and Donald Kwait
Frieda Langnas
Laurie and Fred Leeb
The Samuels/Lemire Family
Dana and Joel Letvin
Fallon and Michael Levin *
Kenneth and Kimberly Levin
Tracy and Jeffrey Levitt
Rita Levitt
Jeffrey Lipsky
Elana Lofman
Bradley Margolis *
Sharon and Richard Maskin
In Honor of Eli Master
Pelli Mechnikov *
Avery Mendelson *
Marilyn and Paul Meyer
Robert Michel
Veronica Miks
Samantha and Evan Mitchell *
Esther Morger
Mara and Andrew Moss
Judie and Richard Moss
Dianne Mouradian
Gail and Randle Offen
Lesley and Andrew Olswing
Madeline and Logan Ostrand *
Elise and Randy Otis
Gabriel Pachter *
Alissa Pianin
Sarah and Kevin Platt *
Roman Poberezhnyuk and Susanna Ifraimova
Hannah Posen *
Michelle and Edward Powell
Louise and Jerry Ribnick
Mindy and Gary Roberts
Pamela Roberts
Ahuva Rogers
Corey Rosen *
Candy and Terry Rosen
Anne and Michael Rottman
Rebecca Rubin - Klein
Carole Kaftan and Barry Rubin
Ilanit Rubin
Vanda Fradlis and Michael Rybak
Susan and Michael Salesin

Michael Sandler
Aaron Schaer * 
Steve Schlussel
Ilana Glazier and Lowell Schmeltz
Sally Schulman
Kathie and Jeffrey Schwartz
Sandra Schwartz
Wendy Schwartz
Phyllis and Arnold Serlin
Lois and Mark Shaevsky
Marlo and Tom Shaevsky
Lianne Paskel and Evan Shaw
Douglas Shore *
Roger Siegel
Karen Simmons
Joan and Sheldon Simons
Lenore Deutch Singer and Alan Singer
Anna and Eric Singer
Olivia Singer *
Joshua Solomon *
Rebecca and Rabbi Aaron Starr
Julie and William Stern
Steve’s Deli
Polina and Steven Stryk
Arlene and Edwin Tarnopol
Alyssa and Joshua Tobias
Trader Joe’s
Nicole and Zak Troiano *
Sandra and Jonathan Tukel
Turner and Turner
Rebecca and Jeffrey Van Loon
Brenda Waldman
Sarah and David Waldshan
Barbara and David Wallace
Shelby Wallach
Jodi and Robert Weinfeld
Meredith and Adam Weingarden
Julie and Marty Wiener
Sherri and Rob Wildstein
Elizabeth and Ari Witkin *
Judy and Jack Yalowich
Shifra and Jack Zwick

Educational Revisioning Grant
William Davidson Foundation

Patricia Anderson
Kathleen and Greg Angelosanto
Cynthia Baker
Leah and Joseph Bernstein
Denise and Daniel Bourdeau
Timothy Burke
Christine and John Chadwick
Elizabeth Chambers
Annie Chi
Aliza and Rabbi Azaryah Cohen
Laura and Ted Delie
Mimi and Rick Dorn
Rachel Ellentuck
Arielle and Brett Endelman
Candace and Chris Fahr
Leah and Randy Gawel
Kaitlin Gustafson
Nicole and Nathan Kahn
Shana and Rabbi Shalom Kantor
Hadassa and Avi Kidron
Marcy and Michael Kolb
Sheryl and Seth Korelitz
Vera Wexler and Rabbi Michael Langer
Chana and Rabbi Boruch Lazewnik
Sonya and Nick Mantas
Robert Miller
Ariella and Ian Monson
Amanda and Alex Neaton
Naomi Weckstein and Rabbi Elliot Pachter
Elektra Petrucci *
Andrew Picard
Simon Pinter *
Mushky and Rabbi Yaakov Polter
Kimberly and Eric Rapp
Ella Dunajsky and Henry Rolfes
Teri Giannetti and Ron Sergeant
Melanie and Lance Sesi
Marlee Shifman
Lauren and Adam Shireman
Tikki and Rabbi Avi Spodek
Rebecca and Zachary Strobehn *
Cyndi and Paul Thebert
Kathryn and John Untener
Lisa Cohen and Rabbi Jeremy Yoskowitz
Alexandra and Leroy Zagata

And all others who choose to remain anonymous.

Thank you 
TO ALL OF THE DONORS WHO 
WISH TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS.

STAFF & FACULTY 
CAMPAIGN PARTICIPANTS



TUIT ION ASSISTANCE 
More than 60 percent of FJA 

students receive tuition assistance. 
Your support ensures that any teen 

can receive a Jewish education. 

WHERE DOES YOUR DONATION GO? 

HOW TO DONATE
Online - www.frankelja.org/give

Call the Advancement Department 248-592-5263
Mail to 6600 West Maple Rd, West Bloomfield, MI 48322

Your gift is important to us. 
Thank you for making a gift to Frankel Jewish Academy

to help our students 

DISCOVER THEIR TOMORROW. 

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES
Create opportunities for students 

to broaden their horizons and 
choose from an array of offerings 

including technology in the 
Genesis Lab, art, performing arts, 

sports and much more. 

SUPPORT FACULTY
FJA’s excellent faculty provide 
ongoing mentorship and close 

relationships with students that do 
not end at graduation.

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI

Reconnecting
with retired FJA faculty member, Jerry Guttman,

 alumni gathered to watch Election Night returns on 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018 and hear 

Jerry chat about politics.

FJA Alumni Families
enjoying the 2019 Gala.

The FJA Class of 2008
had their 10th Reunion just before 

Thanksgiving.

Ilana Goldberg Block ‘03 
was honored with the first ever 

Distinguished Alumni Award 
at the 2019 Gala.

The Class of 2019 
on their last day of school.



OWN 
YOUR JOURNEY.

DISCOVER 
YOUR TOMORROW.



6600 West Maple Road
West Bloomfield, MI 48322

WWW.FRANKELJA.ORG
248.592.5263

OWN YOUR JOURNEY. DISCOVER YOUR TOMORROW.


